
Fr. Simon Sez

Bishop DeGrood emailed the following letter to all Catholics
who have provided email addresses to their parishes and
were submitted to the diocese. (If you did not receive this,
please send your email address to us.) It is a summary of his
complete letter that is posted at www.sfcatholic.org. It
introduces his policy for parishes and Catholic Schools
regarding gender dysphoria that is also posted.

Gifts of the Divine Creator on being Male and Female: 
Responding to Gender Dysphoria 
with Compassion and God’s Love

Dear brothers and sisters,

In recent years, the transgender question has been present in
many aspects of American society. This question carries
important implications for Catholics and the whole human
family. In light of this, the Diocese of Sioux Falls recently
adopted a policy intended to help guide Catholic schools,
parishes and other ministries in furthering the saving mission
of Jesus Christ. That policy can be found here.

In addressing this topic, it is important to note that gender
dysphoria is often accompanied by profound suffering. To all
who may be experiencing gender dysphoria, or who may
have a friend or loved one experiencing it, know that you
have a home in the Church. Whatever you or others may be
experiencing, know this: God is with you and loves you.
Know, too, that other people stand ready and willing to listen
to you, to walk with you, and to love you. It is important to
recognize that grace (God’s spiritual gifts) perfects our
nature. Those with professional skills in psychology and
medicine can be instrumental to helping address emotional
or psychological obstacles in our natures so we may come to
a fuller experience of God’s tender, infinite love and all the
spiritual graces he wants to give us. Skilled counselors are
available, including at The Lourdes Center, a
diocesan-sponsored healing resource. Their clinical staff can
be contacted at tlc@sfcatholic.org.  Pastoral care and
spiritual accompaniment are also available. I invite you to
contact your local pastor or member of our clergy.  

Also, it is so very important for us as Catholics to know the
gift we have in God’s love and in the teaching of the Church.
It is my hope that you might be equipped and encouraged as
missionaries of God’s love. This love is the inheritance of
every baptized person, and is meant to be shared with all. I
encourage you to read my letter to you on this topic, which
can be found here. Know that God will give you the grace
you need!

Most Reverend Donald E. DeGrood
Bishop of Sioux Falls

Faith of Our Fathers: Scott Hahn
Reflects on Nineteenth Sunday in

Ordinary Time

Wisdom 18:6–9
Psalm 33:1, 12, 18–22
Hebrews 11:1–2, 8–19
Luke 12:35–40

We are born of the faith of our
fathers, descending from a great
cloud of witnesses whose faith
is attested to on every page of
Scripture (see Hebrews 12:1).

We have been made His people, chosen for His own
inheritance, as we sing in this Sunday’s Psalm.

The Liturgy this week sings the praises of our fathers,
recalling the defining moments in our “family history.” In
the Epistle, we remember the calling of Abraham; in the
First Reading we relive the night of the Exodus and the
summons of the holy children of Israel.

Our fathers, we are told, trusted in the Word of God, put
their faith in His oaths. They were convinced that what He
promised, He would do.

None of them lived to see His promises made good. For it
was not until Christ and His Church that Abraham’s
descendants were made as countless as the stars and sands
(see Galatians 3:16–17, 29). It was not until His Last
Supper and the Eucharist that “the sacrifice . . . the divine
institution” of that first Passover was truly fulfilled.

And now we too await the final fulfillment of what God has
promised us in Christ. As Jesus tells us in this week’s
Gospel, we should live with our loins girded—as the
Israelites tightened their belts, cinched up their long robes
and ate their Passover standing, vigilant and ready to do His
will (see Exodus 12:11; 2 Kings 4:29).

The Lord will come at an hour we do not expect. He will
knock on our door (see Revelation 3:20), inviting us to the
wedding feast in the better homeland, the heavenly one that
our fathers saw from afar, and which we begin to taste in
each Eucharist.

As they did, we can wait with “sure knowledge,” His Word
like a lamp lighting our path (see Psalm 119:105). Our God
is faithful, and if we wait in faith, hope in His kindness, and
love as we have been loved, we will receive His promised
blessing and be delivered from death.
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