
Fr. Simon Sez
Catholic Chaperones Needed:
Our parishes need one
chaperone each for our
Confirmation candidates to be
able to attend the Confirmation
retreat in Watertown Saturday,
February 4, 2023. Please contact
Fr. Simon!

Confirmation Retreat Priest Substitute: Fr. David
Axtmann is planning on being our priest substitute the
weekend of the Confirmation retreat Saturday and Sunday,
February 4 - 5, 2023.

Priest Substitute for Ski Vacation: I plan on being gone
skiing at Terry Peak Wednesday, February 15 - Monday,
February 20, 2023. Fr. Don Glover, MM plans on being here
to substitute. He is a senior priest who lives in Frederick, SD.
He plans on being here the weekend of February 18 - 19,
2023.

Set Ablaze Parish Restructuring Plan
Finalized: The final plan for
restructuring our parishes will be
published on our diocese website
(sfcatholic.org) this Tuesday, January
31, 2023 and will be in the February
2023 issue of  “The Bishop’s Bulletin”
which is sent to registered parishioners.

Parish Contribution Envelopes and Calendars: If you
want a parish giving envelope and have not been getting one,
please let us know. They are in both church gathering spaces.
Calendars for this new year are available too.

Vespers & Valent ines
February 10, 2023: Celebrate
Valentines at The Abbey of the
Hills & Retreat Center with an
evening prayer service at 6:00
pm, social, and candlelight
dinner with seafood delight or

prime rib. Come for prayer and supper for $75 per couple or
one overnight room with complimentary breakfast for $125!
Call (605) 398-9200 or go to http://www.abbeyofthehills.org.
Pre-registration is required by February 3, 2023. 

Operation Andrew Dinner: As part of the Vocations Office
work to help young men discern the Lord’s call for their
lives, they are organizing this dinner on January 31, 2023 in
Aberdeen for a night of prayer, a meal, and fellowship with
Bishop DeGrood and priests of our diocese. We are inviting
young high school and adult men who are open to the
possibility that our Lord is calling them to be great priests!
Contact Fr. Simon.

The Blessed Path:

Scott Hahn Reflects on the

Fourth Sunday of Ordinary Time

Zephaniah 2:3; 3:12-13
Psalm 146:6-10
1 Corinthians 1:26-31
Matthew 5:1-12

In the readings since
Christmas, Jesus has
been revealed as the new
royal son of David and
Son of God. He is sent to
lead a new exodus that

brings Israel out of captivity to the nations and brings all
the nations to God.

As Moses led Israel from Egypt through the sea to give
them God’s law on Mount Sinai, Jesus too has passed
through the waters in baptism. Now, in today’s Gospel, He
goes to the mountain to proclaim a new law—the law of
His Kingdom.

The Beatitudes mark the fulfillment of God’s covenant
promise to Abraham—that through his descendants all the
nations of the world would receive God’s blessings (see
Genesis 12:3; 22:18).

Jesus is the son of Abraham (see Matthew 1:1). And
through the wisdom He speaks today, He bestows the
Father’s blessings upon “the poor in spirit.”

God has chosen to bless the weak and lowly, those foolish
and despised in the eyes of the world, Paul says in today’s
Epistle. The poor in spirit are those who know that nothing
they do can merit God’s mercy and grace. These are the
humble remnant in today’s First Reading, taught to seek
refuge in the name of the Lord.

The Beatitudes reveal the divine path and purpose for our
lives. All our striving should be for these virtues—to be
poor in spirit; meek and clean of heart; merciful and
makers of peace; seekers of the righteousness that comes
from living by the law of Kingdom.

The path the Lord sets before us today is one of trials and
persecution. But He promises comfort in our mourning and
a great reward.

The Kingdom we have inherited is no earthly territory but
the promised land of heaven. It is Zion where the Lord
reigns forever. And, as we sing in today’s Psalm, its
blessings are for those whose hope is in the Lord.
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